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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to examune coaching behaviors based on youth sport
context and coaching certification. Sixty-three coaches, equally divided among three
coaching contexts in Canada. and with varying degrees of certification, each completed
the Revised Leadership Scale for Sport (Zhang, Jensen, & Mann, 1997). Results showed
no significant mnteractions or main effects for context or possession of certification. which
suggested that Canadian youth sport coaches exhibited similar perceived coaching
behaviors regardless of context. These perceived behaviors were mostly positive, with
high occurrences of tramung and instruction. positive feedback, and consideration
behaviors. The percerved focus on positive and supportive coaching behaviors, regardless
of the contextual stream or formal coaching educationmay help create environments that
foster positive psychosocial development of vouth sport athletes in Canada.
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